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Dear Students and Families, 

 Happy New Year! We hope you had a wonderful Winter Break, and we hope you are as excited as we are to 

begin the third quarter of the school year. We are proud to announce that Vineyards Elementary School once again 

has received special recognition as an A+ School by the Florida Department of Education! As the second semester 

comes to an end, we are delighted in the progress our children are making! Thank you to our teachers, students 

and parents for working together to make the first half of the school year a success.  

The first half of the year was packed with rigorous teaching and learning as well as some exciting school 

and extra-curricular activities. Congratulations to the 5th grade students and Corporal Kevin Ward on completion of 

the D.A.R.E. program. Those 5th graders involved in the Junior Achievement Program attended a dinner at the Na-

ples Grande Hotel. Our Fall Festival Movie Night and Holiday Night were well-attended. We appreciate the efforts of 

our PTO and everyone involved in these events. Thank you to those who have volunteered their time the first half of 

the year. We appreciate you and encourage anyone interested to get involved. 

 The third semester is packed with a lot of learning and some fun, too! Watch for our special events and please 

be sure to join us. Family Literacy Nights, Student-led Conferences, Jump Rope for Heart, and the PTO Walk-a-

thon are just some of these upcoming events. 

We are also looking forward to the National Day of Kindness January 14, 2016. We know that our students 

show kindness in a variety of ways each and every day. We will take the time on this day to emphasize the im-

portance of kindness. Together, we can BE the GOOD! 

 As a reminder, please make sure your child is on time each and every day. Punctuality and attendance are vital 

for students to meet their goals. The children love our Morning News program, which provides a great start to each 

day and important news and student recognition.  

 Finally, we would like to make you aware of the upcoming state testing dates. Testing will occur during the 

weeks of: 

February 29, 2016 – 4th and 5th grade Writing 
March 28, 2016 – 3rd grade English/Language Arts (E/LA) 
April 4, 2016 – 3rd & 4th grade Math 
April 11, 2016 – 4th grade E/LA & 5th grade Science 
April 18, 2016 – 5th grade E/LA 
April 25, 2016 – 5th grade Math 

 
Sincerely, 
Your VES Administration 

Mrs. Smith & Dr. Fuller 



Kindergarten 

The kindergarten students have been very busy this past quarter 

reading and writing.  They are working very hard at putting those 

sounds together to make words and sentences. In math, they 

compared and ordered the height of objects, and measured ob-

jects using a variety of measuring tools including cubes, paper-

clips, and Popsicle sticks.  They also learned to represent numbers to 20 in many differ-

ent ways and sequence them.  In the Third quarter, they will begin to add and subtract by 

reading word problems and determine if they need to add more, or take some away.  

They learned about the different ways people around the world celebrate, and hope your 

family had a wonderful holiday season.  Please remember to have your child read each 

night, and encourage your child to write complete sentences using capitals, spaces, 

lines, and punctuation.   

First Grade 

First graders have been learning about different holidays and the way people celebrate 

holidays in different parts of the world.  This helped us to work on our social studies stand-

ards SS.1.A.2.3: Identify celebrations and national holidays as a way of remembering and 

honoring the heroism and the achievements of the people, events, and our nation’s ethnic 

heritage; and SS.1.C.2.4: show respect and kindness to people and animals.   To cele-

brate their learning, all classes participated in a trip around the world where the students 

rotated to different classrooms to experience different holidays and traditions.  Each stu-

dent had a passport and made a craft to reflect the way each holiday was celebrated.   

HELP WANTED! 

We would love to have you volunteer at Vineyards.  

 It is as easy as 1, 2, 3. 

1. Complete an online application at www.collierschools.com,  

2. be entered into the “Fastpass” system at our front office,  

3. attend a volunteer orientation at Vineyards. 

Any Questions?  Please contact Alysha Duran at (239) 377-8713. 



Second Grade 

Second graders have been amazingly 

busy with their maiden voyage from 

England across the Atlantic to Plym-

outh Rock. Students’ have been cap-

tured in learning the various lifestyle 

and hardships the Pilgrims endured 

during their first year in America. In 

addition they also learned about the 

Native American Indians, how they 

helped the Pilgrims to survive, plant 

crops and hunt. To top off their won-

derful learning experience second 

graders enjoyed a bountiful Thanks-

giving feast with their classmates cel-

ebrating with all of the traditional 

Thanksgiving trimmings. Students 

wrote about what they were thankful 

for in their life and completed a com-

pare/contrast writing in relation to the 

Pilgrim’s traditions and the traditions 

of today.  

Third Grade 

Happy New Year from the 3
rd

 Grade 
Team!   We are glad to be back.  Teachers 
and students are working hard to make this 
year a success!  

Third graders had hands-on experi-
ence with economic concepts during our 
“Garage Sale.”  After earning classroom cur-
rency for good choices exhibited at school, 
our third grade “resourceful entrepreneurs” 
sold approved goods and services and we 
shopped until we dropped!   

We are diligently working to prepare 
for our state tests in both Reading and 
Math.  We are also practicing writing skills 
as we draft, revise, and publish information-
al essays, opinion/persuasive essays, and 
narratives.  In math, we are in full force with 
the process of multiplication/division and ap-
plying mathematical concepts to improve 
problem-solving skills.  

Thank you for your continued support 
of your child’s learning.  Extra practice at 
home does make a big difference!   

 



I pledge to  
come to school  
the Viper way! 

ON TIME , ALL DAY 
EVERY DAY! 
I Pledge to be  

Respectful,  
Responsible,  

Peaceful, and a  
Problem-Solver. 

I will be a Be Worthy  
student at Vineyards. 

 

Fourth Grade 
Fourth Grade has been busy in reading, writing and math!  We love writing in-
formative, explanatory, and opinion pieces and incorporating these types of 
writing across the curriculum in all content areas.  Each time our pencil touches 
the paper our inner voice magically gets recorded for all to read and enjoy.  We 
also enjoy working on science and social studies projects and learning new edu-
cational computer programs that help to sharpen our academic skills.  As we 
study we realize that the FSA test is approaching, so we are consistently reflect-
ing on our work and including examples and details from the text in our writing.  
We are also hard at work solving math problems multiple ways. We feel confi-
dent with what we have accomplished so far and look forward to the new FSA 
test knowing we will meet the challenge with great success. 

Fifth Grade 

Fifth grade students took a trip to FGCU’s Panther 

Posse Program.  There, they learned Florida panther in-

formation such as how long panther kittens stay with 

their mothers, how many are left in the wild, and the 

top threats to the Florida panther.  We also took a trip 

to the Prism concert at Gulf Coast High school where 

students watched members of the Gulf Coast band, 

dance team, and flag team perform their holiday con-

cert.  We saw some amazing talent!  Students have 

been working hard learning about fractions, the human 

body, and the solar system.  On Friday December 18, 

students will participated in Field day.  We hope every-

one had a wonderful holiday break!   



Art 

Greetings from the VES art room!  For most grades, quarter two focused on the Art Ele-

ment of Color.  Students learned about the primary colors and what happens when they 

are mixed together or when you mix them with black or white. A lot of artwork was al-

ready sent home, however, some classes were still finishing up projects the last week 

before break and will be returned in early January. 

Another Quarter Two Learning Goal was to teach the students how art can be used in 

the community.  For Veterans Day, we teamed up with the Publix at Vineyards to deco-

rate brown grocery bags honoring our Veterans.  The bags were passed out to custom-

ers on Veteran’s Day.  I was so proud to share our artwork with Naples community.  I 

want to extend a BIG thank you to Mrs. Kozel, “Mrs. K”, for delivering the bags between 

our school and Publix. 

Thank you so much for sending in newspapers, egg cartons and paper towel/toilet paper 

rolls! I have a great stock of egg cartons to get me through the year but can still use the 

cardboard paper towel/toilet paper rolls and newspapers. 

You should know that we actually have two art teachers here at Vineyards.  Myself and 

Ms. Dina Pancamo.  Ms. Pancamo is here on Mondays and teaches one class of each 

grade level.  She spends the rest of her week teaching art at Estates Elementary school.  

We are both happy to answer any questions you have about our curriculum. 

Artfully Yours, 

Mrs. Powell 



  

 

Kids Who Desire World Domination 

How are your kids?" I asked a good friend. 
  
She responded wryly, "Oh, the oldest is as easy as she's always been…but the youngest is still bent 
on world domination." 
  
Oh, the perils of parenthood! None are greater than the lull created when a peacemaking tot comes 
along first, deluding us into believing that we actually know what we are doing; then comes the one 
who brings our knees to the ground. 
  
What can we do if we have at least one child who attempts to dominate the entire family? 
  
Some tips: 
  
Avoid getting on the same level 
  
Kids with this personality will do a variety of things to bring us down to their level…or actually reverse 
the roles. These include arguing, nasty looks, passive resistance, etc. Remember: If a child can pull me 
into a debate or argument, I am no longer the parent. 
  
Establish privacy boundaries 
  
These children feel entitled to be involved in every conversation and every activity. When they aren't, 
they create chaos to bring the focus back to them. "This is our time" or "This is a private conversation 
between your mom and me" or "You may stay with us as long as you aren't interrupting" are very im-
portant boundaries. 
  
Let your authority outlast theirs 
  
Many children train their parents to stop setting and enforcing expectations. They do so by arguing, 
screaming, or yelling every time a limit is set or something is asked of them. No matter how difficult it 
may be, please show them that you will remain loving and strong. You'll never regret this. 
  
Don't allow them to smell blood in the water 
  
These kids can sniff out any type of division between their parents or their parents and the school. 
When they do, they'll use it to create chaos and to dominate the situation. Never let them turn their 
problem into a problem between you and someone else. 
  
Fortunately, bright and strong-willed kids will remain bright and strong-willed 
kids. While we can't change their basic personalities, we can up the odds that 
they'll use their great passion and perseverance for good. 
  
Thanks for reading! Our goal is to help as many families as possible. If this is 
a benefit, forward it to a friend. 
  
Dr. Charles Fay 
 

http://report.mynewsletterbuilder.com/t.js?s=5670f8a4ddb36d832d8ccb78&u=35264718&v=3&key=29b5&skey=e4f2f178d1&url=http%3A%2F%2Fbeta.mynewsletterbuilder.com%2Ftools%2Fforward.php%3Fusername%3Dloveandlogic%26newsletter_id%3D1412524054%26send_id%3D


Rolling out the Red Carpet for Family Literacy 
It’s time for Vineyards Elementary to shine! Please join us as we put the spotlight on our 

students and celebrate the wonderful readers and writers that we are.   

Despite the red carpet, this will be an informal opportunity for you to come to your 

child’s classroom and hear first hand about all that they are doing.  Your child will be 

your guide for the evening as they share some of their pieces of writing that they have 

written so far this year.  They will also read with a selection of a favorite story that they 

have read so far this year.  You will also learn about the goals that your child has set for 

themselves for the remainder of the year as we continue to reach for the stars. 

During your visit to the classroom, you will have the opportunity to create a family book-

mark that can be used at home to save your spot as you read together as a family.  

Each family will also receive a list of strategies to help foster a love of reading. 

We encourage you to stroll through the halls as each classroom will have a display on 

their windows or doors.  The displays will original work of the students to spotlight their 

favorite stories . 

Don’t forget to stop by the library as we will have two local authors ready to talk about 

their writing and share their books.  Lisa Trebilcock will showcase her two books; N is 

for Naples and E is for Everglades.  Jacqueline Buyze will also be in attendance sharing 

three books that she has authored; A Story of Lawyers, A Story of Lawyers with Views 

from the Bench, and A Joyful Royal Debut.  Autograph seekers will be happy to know 

that books will also be available from the authors for purchase that evening.    

Kindergarten, First, and Second will be hosting their evening on January 19th from 6-7 

PM. 

Third, Fourth, and Fifth Grades will host their evening on January 26th from 6– 7 PM. 

We look forward to seeing you! 

 



A Message from our Intervention Support Specialist 
Coming back from a long break is hard for everyone. Getting back into a routine with homework and bed-
time are very helpful. Students are now in the second half of the school year and may say that school is 
getting harder. Make sure to ask them questions about the books they are reading and play fun games 
that involve vocabulary and get them talking. I know sometimes you just want to relax. After you watch a 
movie, make sure you have a discussion on the movie or involve them with math situations. Real life ex-
periences are the best to support their learning at school. Parents and the school are a team working to 
help your child be successful. Try to find fun ways to keep your child thinking and keep in touch with the 
teacher to see the progress they are making. Don’t be afraid to ask questions.  

A Note From Mr. Ziegler 
As we move into the 3

rd
 grading period, the primary classes will continue to explore the relationships 

between various music concepts:  loud/soft, fast/slow, high/low, long/short etc.  The 3rd graders will 
begin their Recorder Karate unit and have already learned the fingerings for B and A. The 4th grade will 
begin working on the “Link-Up”  repertoire to prepare for their trip to Artis Naples.  During this field trip 
scheduled for May 10, the students will sing and play recorders along with the Naples Philharmonic Or-
chestra!  Also, the 5

th
 graders will begin their guitar unit in January as well.  Congratulations to the fol-

lowing 5
th
 grade students:  

Phillip H., Stella S., Riley U., Alyssa S., and Bianca L.  

They will represent VES as members of the Collier All-County Choir on January 29th. 

Congratulations to 

the VES Girls on 

the Run team  who 

finished their first 

5k! 

PE 

Our VES Field Day was a great success. Thanks again to our staff for a 

safe, fun-filled, action packed event. It was a festive field day with stu-

dents practicing good sportsmanship and cooperative teamwork! Publix, 

our generous business partner, helped keep our students hydrated dur-

ing this event by donating cases of bottled water. 

On December 19
th
, our VES Girls on the Run team finished their first 5K, 

3.1 miles. All the girls did an amazing job and made many gains with 

running and self-improvement!! Go Vineyards Vipers! 

Congratulations to our Vineyards Golf Team who won the First Tee end 

of season Golf Tournament. Also, our very own Dylan Atkinson was the 

medalist. 

We are looking forward to Jump Rope for Heart, in February, National 

Heart Month. 



PTO 
Dear Vineyards Families: 
 
We would like to take this opportunity to wish everyone a Happy New Year 2016!  It is hard to 
believe that 2015 is over and that yet another new year has begun.   There are many great 
and exciting events on the horizon for VES PTO.  To name just a few: spring fundraiser- Walka-
thon on March 24th, Teachers' Appreciation Week May 2nd through May 6th and a private 
VES Family Fun Night at Sun & Fun Lagoon with the date to be determined.  It is going to be a 
great year for sure but as always, our success relies on your support and contributions.   
Please help us make this year the best ever. 
 
We would like to thank  the parents and staff for attending our Holiday Fun Night!  We had a 
great performance by the 5th grade class and a huge turn out for all the crafts and games.  We 
even had a surprise visit from Santa! 
 
Many thanks to our Community Sponsors for their generous and continued support  and help-
ing to make our Fall Family Movie Night another success! 
  
 Dunkin Donuts, Hair Cuttery, Hang Extreme – Mobile Rock Climbing, Home Depot Naples, Let 
Me Be Candid Photography, Lowes Naples, Nica-
boyne, Inc. – Novelty Items, Palm Beach Outdoor 
Cinema Events Publix Super Market at Crossroads 
Market, Rita’s Italian Ice, Rural King, Bonita 
Springs, Sam’s Club, Stevie Tomato’s Sports Page, 
Superstar DJ’s, Taylor Rental of Naples, Trader 
Joe’s, Walmart Neighborhood Market  Walmart 
Naples and Winn Dixie 
 
A big THANK YOU to all of our parents, teachers 
and staff for volunteering their time and services 
to make our school the best place for our chil-
dren!  
 
All the Best in 2016! 
 
VES PTO   



A big thank you to all who made our 

Fall Family Movie Night a huge success! 

Thanks to our Related Arts 

team for a fantastic Field Day! 




